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great improvements; something of this kind, whether scales or steel-yards, can be most advantageously made use of the first and last day of every Session of Parliament, though, in my humble opinion, the scale must be found the more decent of the two, because it must appear ludicrous, and consequently turn the whole ceremony into a kind of farce, to see the people of the first rank, both in Church and State, dangling and sprawling at the end of a steel-yard.
But it is certain, that to come some way or other at the intrinsic weight of the individuals who compose our legislature, and to distinguish exactly betwixt that intrinsic weight and the extraneous weight they may be apt to acquire, would greatly tend to preserve a due equilibrium between the collective bodies that form our constitution.
I must own, many difficulties occur to me in this undertaking; but as I am unwearied in my endeavours for the good of my country, I will turn this matter in my thought, till I have reduced it to some method that may appear to me to be practicable, when I shall not fail communicating it to the world for the good of posterity. In the meantime, I shall think myself obliged to any ingenious person who shall send me his thoughts upon this subject, and help me to ascertain the due weight of every individual, as well as a true method of coming at it.